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CIVIL WAR ACTIVITIES IN POCAHONTAS

Termnating in Battle at White Sulphur
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at al 1863 Averill started to Huntersville and halted

and at Frost, while some of his command drove the

™

wig main COI

astes down Enapps Creek until they reached the Northwest

<sare between Huntersville and Minnehsha Springs. Here the

~snfederates took a stand in the canyon, Averillhearing about

t Frost, on the 22nd sent Gibson's Battalion dowannapps Creek
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appear that 1t led the army;'Then_Averill with his main

my crossed over into the Eills through.the Shrader settlement.

s road Averill rode into the deserted village of Huntersville
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in the rear of the Confederates, A squadron of cavalry under Col,
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=g sent to learn the ‘wherebouts of the Confederates and found them

retreating towards ﬁarm.SDrings. The were overtaken and there was
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continuel skermis h*ng until the Confederates were driven through the

rnyder Gap into Virginia, T g ' ’ ﬁt
vamp Northwest near Huntersville'was the first elaborate camp to
°¢ bullt in the Civil War., It was located on the VWhite fanm,'andfthere

e substont o - ‘ I
> Sudbstantlial log building, much equipment, and a lot of Supplies
there. The camm ws -
_ 08 Camp was burned on August 22, 1863. The commlssary build-
¥y EBLOres, cabins, blacksmith shop, wagons, rifles, and so forth

ere cestroyed and a lot of plunder carried away, All the wheat and

| in the mi11] opposite J., A, Reed!s house was also destroyed
t night ¢the rederals camped at Hunter 8ville and waitegd for two
: : "ere marching to join them by way of Beverly and
I “e Un the Z25th Averill marcned to Warm Sprin 'S an :
LY 8 ¢ &N, Jones retreated vefore him to h""l 2 % COl.
o 4 B 1 1llboro, Averill
ENt and having cleared Panat s
s 4 ‘hnihuﬁ: :en:rt Fooahontan o the Genfedarﬁta

£ 1 ‘.fw!'-: " - - ™ i
reenbrier Count Y« He therefore turnea

waenbhr ol
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reep Pocahontas County clear of Confederstes he sent back the

", Va. to Camp at Marlins Bottom., It was the fegiment of

-

Thomas N, Harris, It was his commend that fired the last

shot at Appomatton, After the war he served on the commission that
tried the assassins of President Lincoln.,

At the time he waé‘in.camp at Marlins Bbttom, he has with him
nis twelve year old son, who has a horse of his own and who rode
a8 the mescot of the"Tegnth Legion",. This twelve‘year old boy is none
other than Hon. Jobn T, Harris, the state clerk of the West Virginia

senate and the most popular man in West Virginia,

From, West Virginia
; Legislative Hand Book-1528
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BATTLE CHEAT MOUNTAIN
September 13, }861
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™ a fortifications at Valley and Middle mountains were made because of a report
a@ 4dvid edd .

>3
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K a lewyer at Huntersville, who furnished them with a map, and who 3

¢+ +het the railroed at Millboro was exposed to attack as well as the railroad

ssennton and thet it was not as many miles distant by turnpike. Therefore, Robert E.

"1y

ocehontas to put up fortifications at this place. He arrived at Valley

w-urtsin on August 8, 186l. All histories say that his fortifications were on Valley
¥ountaine. Thst in part is true for that was the pass that his troops watched, but his

=iz csmp was south of the pass through middle Mt. and the signe +there today show the

grestest amount of work. TLee's troops were volunteers and amateurs in the art of war.

utre was & lot of sickness in his camp that summer. Almost all of leets troops, as well

88 Otaer confederate troops in the county that summer 1861 were lowlanders from the
| : -
“wRson country. Many of them had never seen a mountein I;eforq. 'I‘hé..t was why the
~Blne gOU thems There were very few mountein men in CE&MpPe £
the Confederste forces took up all of Gr::_enbrier Valley. They hed armies at Travelers
&L ae Bertow) under the commend gf Loring‘. At Huntersville (Cémp Northwest) at

Allegheney. These troops ceme from all over the south. They had been

P F:_‘_J' lr-.i_ & % " - w. oy
£ 10 the fatt that it soon became apparent the Virginia west of the grest

L. 4 . " P W ¢ o : 3
' put many soldiers into the field to aig secessione.
i o P Y & . & - iz A 4 2 |
* &+ LAO6 wae a brigadier general of the Confederate troops and was
€y FAOT VAlleYy t0O take ecomn And or the |
: "nn 418 units there. Cener
8 thel neral Loring out-
T 1
S rELY BYErY s 4fiE LeTore him fan %
L ) uim for he had r'allroag t ransporiation into the
: € L ¢ " ‘ BT ¥ 'Bmth w8 : |
BR Welre gathering from 1nucn;nmxrnfalai'm&rehiﬂ~
4 : h : N.b
€ e sBins. By the middle i the sun
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Tyveerts Valley at Elk Water. Here thast -army dug one of the biggest
: wunkers of the war to hold the road. To keep the fort from being flanked
aANnNGgG O\ G . ’ : -

| ' )
: #rom behind, another ermy had made a most elaborete fortified ceamp at

irised d

~n of Cheat on the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike. This place also lent
&

v¢ +0 easy defense. The road here passes through & gap between to beautiful hills,

.4 +he soldiers fortified both sides of the road. '*

™he Union and Confederate forces faced each other for about two months, each waiting

o

other to give battle. Finally, ebout the middle of September, Lee planned to

he fortifications at Elkwater. Realizing thet the pike was closed by the

rortificetions at White Top, the orders were that ol the night of Sept. 13, (Some suthori-

ies sey the 1llth), the army frc, Camp Bartow were to climb Back Allegheny then Ileeve tkte

rceC end silently pass Whites Top through the spruce woods and to fall in behind these
sortifications. A part of the army was to stay and watch the army at White Top to .
ceep tZsm Irom - joining the other Union forces. The rest of the Army from'Camp Bartow

irop down into Tygarts Va;ley and merch up stream and attack the Elkwater

Grtilicetions in the rear, while Lee merched down andhattac‘ked the front. Never wes &g
. -& Detltler planned, end never was one worse éxecuted, but Lee could not heve known
- WoOCs on top of Cheat were like or hé would not have expected an army
3 - get through &t night. ILee's cémp weas in hardwood territory where s
: AJ wolk through. "But to take an army through the jungles of Cheat in the
EE erd of project. There were dense growths of Spruce something like =
: hrc Ifeet to the acre. There were many windfalls that could not be
hoe . " Were great patches of laurel that even a Pocahlontas bear could
: r & Eround was covered with a ;rllunt called hobblerod that made a
* 4 v s I'r L% Alno betweean Hack A'?‘-.:'?;flzt-m}' and Cheat was a Strin
s BEERDY country af VUVered with syruce thint the sun | o
e - B taat the i could hurdly Peneatrate.
| rows of Ltheae HRLErn DOys, the first slilw O the winter bagan to f'all
E7% 1680 that dark morass through whioh o

.4 038 : ;*‘-I o B - .
A s N1IVEe) Winds




